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From the Desk of the President

by Steve Bradshaw

Unlike last year, we were able to
hold the All-AZ Star Party at our
Hovatter Rd. site near Quartzsite —
and this time, the weather fully co-
operated. We enjoyed calm winds,
mild temperatures, and, most im-
portantly, two nights of clear skies.
It was awesomel!

We had a great turnout. Quite a

number of EVAC members attend-
ed, along with a small group from
the Saguaro Astronomy Club (SAC).
I'm especially thankful to the SAC
members who immediately pitched
in to help set up the kitchen area
when | arrived with a U-Haul trailer
full of food and camp kitchen gear.
Thank you, SAC! I'm equally grateful
to the EVAC folks — and one SAC
member — who helped me take
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everything down and pack it up
two days later.

If you're part of our Facebook group,
you've probably already seen some
of the photos from the event. |
spent both nights walking around
and checking in on folks, and the
clear favorites of the weekend were
the comets Lemmon and Swan. |
saw fantastic visual views through
several telescopes and stunning
photos of both. | particularly liked
Comet Lemmon for its distinctive
blue ion tail and bright white dust
tail.

Andrew Thorpe rented the club’s
Celestron Origin for the event —
the first time I'd seen it in action.

UPcOMING EVENTS:

GRCO Monthly Star Party - Nov. 14
EVAC Monthly Club Meeting - Nov. 21¢

For more details, and to see all of the up-
coming club events, check out the events
page on our website or the Calendar
page of this newsletter.
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From the Desk of the President

Continued from page 1

It provided beautiful views of the sky and seemed incred-
ibly easy to use. Andrew projected the images on his iPad
and saved them to a thumb drive at the end of the event.
If you haven't tried the Origin yet, you might want to con-
sider renting it. Merrill Jencks used it about a month ago
and will be giving a member presentation about it at this
month’s club meeting.

Despite all the amazing astronomy happening that week-
end, what | appreciated most was the social connection.
When | became club president in 2024, | asked myself what
my goals should be. My top priority was to create more
opportunities for members to interact socially. That's why
we now include a break during club meetings, take trips

together, emphasize service at GRCO and public outreach
events, and support gatherings like the Hyman Rim Ranch

Moon Phases November 2025

Full “Beaver” Moon Third Quarter Moon
November 11t

10:28 PM

November 5t
6:19 AM

The Hunter’s Moon (Some Years)

Star Party and small group events at Picket Post. Astrono-
my is incredible — but the community is even better.

From what | saw at the All-AZ event, many members have
truly embraced these opportunities to build friendships. It
was wonderful to see so many people spending time to-
gether and genuinely enjoying each other’s company. I'm
deeply thankful for that.

As we wrap up another year, | hope we continue on this
positive trajectory. Here’s to an even better 2026!

Until next month enjoy looking up, learning, and connect-
ing with others,

Steve

. ;
A

New Moon First Quarter Moon
November 19t November 27t
11:47 PM 11:58 PM

The Full Moon in November is named after beavers. It can also be the Hunter’s Moon, if it follows the Harvest Moon,

or Mourning Moon, depending on the December solstice.

The Hunter’s Moon follows the Harvest Moon. Every three years or so, the Harvest Moon falls in October, which

makes November’s Full Moon the Hunter’s Moon.

This happens in 2025. The closest Full Moon to the September equinox (on September 22"¥) was on October 7t
This was the Harvest Moon. The following Full Moon is November 5t"—this becomes the Hunter’s Moon.

In Celtic tradition, the last Full Moon before the December solstice has also been named the Mourning Moon or the

Darkest Depths Moon.

The astronomical seasons do not match up with the lunar months. Therefore, the month of the Mourning Moon in
the Northern Hemisphere varies. In some years, the Mourning Moon is in November, while in others, it is in Decem-

ber.
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EVAC Outreach Events - November 2025
by Alice Kobe

Confirmed November Star Parties:

« November 13t - 6:00 PM til 7:30 PM - Fulton Homes At Cooley Station HOA
« November 14 - Sundown til 9:30 PM - GRCO 2" Friday Public Star Party

« November 18" - 6:00 PM til 7:00 PM - Ironwood Crossing HOA

« November 20" - 6:00 PM til 8:00 PM - Chandler-Gilbert Community College

Details can be found on the EVAC website - evaconline.org/events-meetings.

Updates, reminders, etc. associated with outreach events are done via email. To sign up and receive these emails go
to freelists.org/list/evac-outreach to be added on the mailing list.

Just a few reminders for all star party events:

1. After signing up on the EVAC outreach email list, always check your email before leaving for an event for any up-
dates, changes, or cancellations.

2. Arrive early enough to have your equipment setup before start time of the event.

3. We do not allow any public viewing until the Sun is completely below the horizon.

4. No lasers mounted on telescopes. Volunteers are allowed to use lasers to point out objects in the night sky by hold-
ing the laser above your head while using. Do not give the laser to visitors to operate.

5. Be familiar with the Public Outreach Events Operations Manual - found here.

EVAC Starry Rewards Outreach Volunteer Luncheon

Congratulations to the following club members who volunteered at 10 or more outreach events this year:
Adam Baum (19), Alice Klobe (42), Andrea Matthias (10), Brooks Scofield (13), Claude Haynes (39), David Patrroit (15), Don Wrig-
ley (29), Gordon Rosner (42), John Dunegan (17), Josh Eyre (20), Nathan Eskey (13), Steve Bradshaw (27), Yesenia Galeana (14).

Rewards Luncheon October 11th at Rancho de Tia Rosa
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EVAC Monthly Club Meeting Minutes - October 17, 2025
by Jeff Foreman

Meeting Minutes
YouTube: Many EVAC monthly meetings can be viewed on YouTube. Just search for the East Valley Astronomy Club on the You-
Tube website to locate the recordings, or select this link for the recordings.

Welcome

e EVAC President, Steve Bradshaw, invited everyone to the meeting.

e There were 2 new guests recognized.

e There were 50 people in attendance and 25 on the Zoom call.

e Membership and Information: Members were reminded how to join and stay informed via email announcements, the
website, and the club’s Facebook page.

o Classes: James Yoder is starting a Beginner Telescope Class on October 27, consisting of five Zoom sessions and four
hands-on telescope nights.

e Alice Klobe, the Events Coordinator, provided details on the East Valley Astronomy Club’s (EVAC) mission to give back to
the community and share the love of astronomy through two primary avenues: The GRCO Observatory and Public Out-
reach Events. Alice also reviewed past and future public outreaches for the club.

o Election for 2026 officers will be held at the club meeting in November.

e Vice President - Andrea Mathias

e Secretary — John Dunegan

e Board Members — Merrell Jenks, Leo Libby, Martin Cuevas

« No candidate yet for President or Treasurer.

o Steve & Brooks are considering another term if needed. If so, a vote will be needed to amend the bylaws at the No-
vember meeting.

o Theclub’s big yearly event, the All-AZ Star Party, is scheduled for October 24™ and 25" at the Hovatter Road site. The event
will feature a potluck, a build-your-own taco bar ($5), and a raffle with a 127mm Mak-Cass telescope as the grand prize.

Featured Speakers

Club member, Nathan Eskey, introduced the Libby Library app, a free digital borrowing platform connected to your local pub-
lic library, allowing users to download ebooks, audiobooks, and magazines onto their smartphone, tablet, or computer using
their library card. Libby features extensive educational materials, particularly in astronomy, where users can find the popular
Astronomy magazine, a wide catalog of astronomical books covering everything from popular science to beginner’s guides,
including titles by authors like Neil deGrasse Tyson and Bill Bryson. Standard Libby features remain available, such as offline
access, progress syncing across devices, and the ability to send ebooks to a Kindle. The availability of these specific astronomy
resources depends on your local library’s current collection.

Robert Asumendi, presented via Zoom his company, Analog Sky, which specializes in designing and selling DIY kits for 3D-
printed astronomical binoculars and telescopes. Mr. Asumendi shared that his motivation for creating these designs stemmed
from frustrations with traditional telescopes, specifically issues related to astigmatism. Analog Sky kits provide everything
needed for assembly: all 3D-printed parts, optics, and hardware. He showcased several models, including the Magic, which
features 50mm f/4.5 objective lenses for a bright, wide field of view, and The Heart, equipped with larger 80mm f/5 objectives.
Concluding the talk, Mr. Asumendi revealed the newest model, The Bloom, a large-aperture binocular telescope featuring
8-inch (200mm)mirrors designed for deep-sky observation.

Vanessa Gressieux, Guide and Docent Coordinator at Kitt Peak National Observatory (KPNO), shared details about the observa-
tory’s vibrant public outreach efforts. These programs rely heavily on both dedicated Volunteer Docents who lead daytime
tours of major instruments, such as the historic McMath-Pierce Solar Telescope, and Paid Evening Guides who conduct the
popular Nightly Observing Programs. Both volunteer and paid roles are crucial in sharing the cutting-edge science happening
at KPNO with the public, from school groups to dedicated amateur astronomers
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Used Equipment For Sale at Great Prices
The East Valley Astronomy Club (EVAC) has used astronomy equipment for sale. Please note that equipment sales are
“as is” and are “pick-up only”.

For more details and to answer any questions, contact the EVAC Property Director, James Yoder (properties@evacon-
line.org) or visit the EVAC Sales webpage HERE. This page includes a brief description of the items, photos and refer-
ence materials (e.g. users manuals, etc.).

Equipment being offered for sale this month includes:

« Meade ETX-LS 6” ACF GPS System $650

« Portable 12.5”f/4.5 Newtonian, polar axis mount $1,500
« Meade LX200 GPS SCT UHTC Package $1,800

« Celestron AVX Mount and Tripod $600

. 2"Eyepiece Set with Filters $450

« Orion StarSeeker IV Mount and Tripod $150

« Orion AstroView 6 EQ Newtonian telescope $300

« Celestron C4.5 Newtonian $150

« Assorted Eyepieces Group 1 $15/each

EVAC Members Sales
e Athlon Midas G2 10x50 $250
e AVX Mount and Tripod $700

e Zhumell 20x80 Binoculars $250
e Orion Scenix 7x50 Binoculars $40
e 8 X 40 Camo Binoculars $20

EVAC Equipment Rental Program - Select THIS LINK to submit a request to reserve equipment.

Equipment rental is available to East Valley Astronomy Club (EVAC) members. Equipment rental rate is $25/week for up
to four weeks at a time. The following equipment is available:

Telescopes
o Celestron C-8 with Nexstar GoTo mount (Telescope Package SCTO1)
o Celestron 10” Dobsonian Telescope (Telescope Package DBBO1)

Imaging Packages

o Celestron Origin Intelligent Home Observatory (Imaging Package STO1)
o SeeStar S50 All-In-One smart  telescope (Imaging Package S50)

o Planetary & Moon Imaging Kit (Imaging Kit 01)

Visual Filters Kit
o Twelve 1.25” filters for deep sky objects (Filters Kit VFRO1)

EVAC Equipment Restrictions and Requirements

e Must be EVAC member in good standing (dues are current).

Rent is on a weekly basis and not to exceed four consecutive weeks.

Equipment Pick-up and Drop-Off location and times will need to be coordinated with the EVAC property manager.
Rental fee is due upon pick up of equipment.

A security deposit is required for equipment being rented (see equipment details for amount).

o Each package has an associated Rental Agreement that must be completed and signed.
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Classified Ads
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SkyPi Remote Observatory_
The darkest, most Pristine, sky in the continental U.S.!
At the site: Bathroom facilities, running water, 5 pads w110v, wifi, acres of grassy camp sites.

From the site: Very Large Array 42mi E, The Astronomical Lyceum 55mi E, MRO Observatory 80mi East.

Webcam imaging made easy!
'Maging 4 Time lapse

Planetary ,
Motion
& lunar .
, , detection
imaging
Meteor capture Free trial!

www.AZcendant.com
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Classified Ads

12995 N. Oracle Road  Tucson, AZ 85739  520-292-5010
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SUPPORT
YOUR
LOCAL

TELESCOPE
DEALER

www.starizona.com

Apache-Sitgreaves
Observatory

Overgaard, Arizona

Largest Public
Observing
Telescope

in
Arizona

Critical products for visual observing, too!

QO

A-5 Research Nebula Filters: See More Nebulosity!

www.apache-sitgreaves.org
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The monthly general meeting is your chance to find
out what other club members are up to, learn about
upcoming club events and listen to presentations by

Monthly Meetings will be professional and well-known amateur astronomers.
held in person and also Our meetings are held on the third Friday of each

month at the Southeast Regional Library in Gilbert.

prese nted Iive on | | ne USing The library is located at 775 N. Greenfield Road; on the
Zoom See the EVAC Web_ southeast corner of Greenfield and Guadalupe Roads.

X Meetings begin at 7:00 pm.
site for updates.

Meetings are also available online via Zoom.

Visitors are always welcome!

ﬂ
8
e
e Baseline Rd
o)
=
E
E
L]
Farking
oo Guadalupe Rd
f.f" - e

Southeast Regional Library
775 N. Greenfield Road
Gilbert, Az. 85234
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November 2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1
2 3 4 5 6 7/ 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
30

November 13® - 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM - Fulton Ranch at Cooley Station HOA Star Party

November 14® - Sunset to 9:30 PM - EVAC/GRCO Monthly 2" Friday Star Party

November 18% - 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM - Ironwood Crossing HOA Star Party
November 20® - 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM - Chandler Gilbert Community College Star Party
November 21% - 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM - EVAC Monthly Meeting

December 2025
Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
7/ 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

December 4® - 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM - Canyon Valley High School Star Party

December 12® - Sunset to 9:30 PM - EVAC/GRCO Monthly 2" Friday Star Party
December 19% - 7:00 PM to 9:00 PM - EVAC Monthly Meeting
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East Valley Asironomy Chub - 2024 Membership Form

|| Member Dues (Based on the month you are joining the club)
Individual Family Student (18yr+ with ID)

January - June $30.00 836.00 $20.00
July - December (Renew in January) $15.00 EZIH}EI $‘1!}|r:.| 00
O

Renewal Dues (Current Members Only) Aztronomical League: §10.00 Annually: [0
Individual Family Student (18yr+ with ID)

$30.00 335.00 $20.00
O O O

Mamw Badgaa: Cuantity: _
O ¥1#.00 Earh Mone 1 i Toinl smouwt swchnsnd:

PFleasr make cherk or money order payable to EVAL
Payment will be madr ueing PayFal- []

M Fhoue
Address Erusil
City
Biniw TIBL
Op Tx webmitr
| Winuld o be inferested in our paimesrh pom? = [ B [ |
Liabdity Belease Form

In cormideraiion of sisdin sy pablicoed Sty Party bosiesd by the Hest Valley Astroorssy Chab (eveinafier relayed o s
“HVAL™), the recript and soffcisncy of whirh i ey scineorisdzpd, T eveby affawn thot 1 xnd sy nedaied enlities;, predecscoors,
direchors, employess, aovin Sharehnlders, el aad trostees, post xnd presnt. ety rerer relezce ot and discharye 1o bold
EVAL andd = relmird matities. predevessmm, oxceenm, aiflisls sibwseys, poscanim, meners, e svsipns parenis, spowse,
smbndonem arowswin offcers, direcor, employess, o sharehnlders, mersbem, 1ad tostees, post xad et from sy and sl
oo af xticm, ceime, losws damayrs. obilities, rxpeews (achodine sty 2] end dermonds of sy ashor whaisorny, nown
m mknown that n vy way relie m, i out of, or concers BVAC snd'ie my presnce an e presyies of sy BVALC Star Panly aml
el avem whether ot thew cooses of achion, dlaimes, damapes . Tahikities, sl demands se pan of e specilic sabyect woidesr of
EVAL or any EVAC Stwr Poty. This relesor i rirsdesd] 10 i dos crver 2l inpories xad deweapos sud the cmespoessws fhren
whether known or orknown & the: e of the eoerataon of this el which ooee ocoered o may eeafier oo or which may
hevpafier be diwooerd mnd which noy boee bees caswed o woy be claimed 10 heve een cxpaed by the sxid imcidest, ond specifically
incindem but ix not limited in, boadily o, reni] snd svntione] syoy, peis aed soffeing mediral oestrenis. snd kees of Smiee
o wowe

My sigmature upon this form also ndicates agresment and acceptance on behalf of all minor children (umder 18 years of aze) under my
care in sttendance. EVAC only recognizes those who are memwbers or invitees and who also have a signed Lisbility Felease Form on file

a5 participants at an EVAC Star Party.

Signature Date
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Find Out What's Happening - Join EVAC-Announce List

If you would like to receive email announcements about EVAC meetings and activities, please join the EVAC-
Announce mailing list. Click on the link below to subscribe. Enter your full email address in the box titled User
Options and press OK. You will receive a confirmation email. Your privacy is respected by EVAC and we will never
sell your email address, or use it for non-club relevant solicitations. This mailing list is designed for communication
from EVAC, and does not enable users to respond to the message. If you wish to contact club officers, please
use the list in the Contact-Us area on the Home page of our EVAC website. To subscribe to the EVAC-Announce
mail group click: http://www.freelists.org/list/evac-announce. To unsubscribe use the same link, enter your email
address and select Unsubscribe from the “Choose An Action” list. Another list to consider is AZ-Observing@groups.
io, simply click on this link https://groups.io/g/AZ-Observing and follow the instructions. EVAC also has a Facebook
Group where members may share ideas, photos, and Astronomy related information. Click on the link to join: East
Valley Astronomy Facebook Group.

The Gilbert Rotary Centennial Observatory (GRCO) also has a Facebook Group. To visit, please click on Gilbert Rotary
Centennial Observatory - GRCO. The Observatory is open on Friday and Saturday from sunset until 9:30pm. We need
volunteers. Training is provided. Help us engage the community in the wonders of the night sky. Email grco@evaconline.
org for information.

The Observer is the official publication of the East
Valley Astronomy Club. It is published monthly and
made available electronically as an Adobe PDF
document the first week of the month. Please send
your contributions, tips, suggestions and comments
to the Editor at: news@evaconline.org. Contributions

President: Steve Bradshaw
Vice President: Amanda Dolly Duvall
Secretary: Jeff Foreman

Treasurer: Brooks Scofield

may be edited. The views and opinions expressed in
this newsletter do not necessarily represent those of the
East Valley Astronomy Club, the publisher or editor.

Material in this publication may not be reproduced
in any manner without written permission from the
editor. ©2005-2024

The East Valley Astronomy Club is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
charitable organization.

www.evaconline.org
East Valley Astronomy Club
PO Box 2202
Mesa, Az. 85214-2202
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Board Members at Large: Claude Haynes,
Nathan Eskey, Morgan J. Moran, Gordon
Rosner and Andrew Thorpe

Events Coordinator: Alice Klobe
Property Director: Tom Jacobs
Refreshments: Open

Observing Program Coordinator: Wayne
Thomas

AL Representative: Brooks Scofield
Newsletter Editor: Morgan J. Moran
Webmaster: Brandon Feldman
SkyWatch Coordinator: Claude Haynes

Observatory Manager: Claude Haynes
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